CHAPTER V

APPEALS

APPEALS from the decisions of magistrates may be
made in several ways. The most common methods
are by appeal to Quarter Sessions and by case
stated.

A defendant who chooses to appeal by case
stated is taken to have abandoned his right to
appeal to Quarter Sessions (Summary Jurisdiction
Act, 1857, s. 14).

(1) APPEAL TO QUARTER SESSIONS

Appeal is made to Quarter Sessions where the
facts of the case are in dispute but where no mate-
rial point of law is in issue. It is in effect a re-
hearing before the justices at Quarter Sessions;
for the whole of the evidence is heard again and
the appeal court comes to its decision quite
independently of the first court. Colloquially
speaking, any defendant aggrieved by the decision
of the magistrates in a summary court may try
his luck with the magistrates or the recorder at
Quarter Sessions.

WHO MAY APPEAL
1. Criminal Convictions

S. 37 (1) of the Criminal Justice Administration
Act, 1914, allows any person convicted of a criminal
offence who did not plead guilty to appeal to
quarter sessions. This of course includes indictable
offences dealt with summarily.
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